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Saving Faith

Everyone who believes (adverbial nominative present participle) that Jesus is the Christ has been born (perfect tense) of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him.   1 Jn. 5:1

It can be  translated this way : “The one believing has already been born of God.”

God says here the new birth precedes faith. Salvation is all of God, His grace is the reason we believe - Eph. 2:8,9.  Of course, the moment one has been born again, faith automatically follows. 

It is clear no one is saved apart from the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit.  See         Jn. 16:8,9.  Also,  Jn. 3:3-7; Titus 3:5.
------------------------

Tense in Greek emphasizes kind of action, Not time.

Perfect tense – past action with ongoing results.
Present tense – continuous action.

A Believer’s walk

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come ( perfect tense). 2 Cor. 5:17

“new” = kainos (used both times here) – a new kind of creation, not new in time               ( chronos )

