ON MARRIAGE : LEAVE – CLEAVE and the CULTURAL ISSUE
Gen 2:24-25

24 For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.

When the man gets married, he is forming a new unit. He is no longer bound to 'obey' his parents but only to honor them. Some cultures worsen this problem by equating obedience with honor. Obedience means to comply while honor means to give consideration to. Obedience requires doing what the one in authority asks. Honor means to respect and admire. In some cases, honor will lead to imitation because it is good but it does not require submission of the will to the wishes of another.  

To the wife – Eph. 5:22-24
Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord, because the husband is the head of the wife as also Christ is the head of the church – he himself being the savior of the body. But as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.
Are you ready to share your life with another?  Are you ready to leave and cleave? Are you ready for the two to become one? "Marriage is not so much finding the right person as it is being the right person to be married to.” ( Pastor Charles Shedd )

The Lord our God Himself created the marriage bond, and the Lord our God Himself established the foundational principles for that marriage bond. Just as the bond of marriage is not a convenience or custom of human society, but a creation of our Creator God; even so, the principles of marriage are not established by societal convenience and custom, but by the wisdom of our Creator God. 

Wise parents will release the couple (i.e. make the child leave) to manage their own affairs. 

God' s design is the best way because it allows for relationships to grow through trust and love.

Have you ever thought about what 'leaving' practically means in your family? Have you left your parents' authority? Do they still control you? How? What kind of tension develops in these sessions?

A man’s wife is his life-long companion, with whom he should build a friendship and fellowship such that she become his closest human friend in this world. Again this will certainly require faithful, attentive, loving communication with his wife. The husband should share his thoughts, feelings, and dreams with his wife, and should listen to the thoughts, feelings, and dreams of his wife. They two should go places together, do things together, and serve the Lord together.
