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To correctly understand and interpret scripture correctly one must understand the dispensations in the bible. This understanding clears up a lot of misunderstanding of the relationship of the Old Testament to New Testament; of commands and promises to Israel versus those to the Church. There is a clear and definite distinction in the bible between the Church and Israel - God's chosen people the Jew.  

The requirement for salvation has always been the same - it is through faith, though the content of faith differs in different ages ( before the cross and after Christ resurrection ). God's grace is always and has always been the source of salvation, faith is always the means, and Christ atoning death is always the basis of salvation. This never changed.

The word dispensation comes ultimately from the Greek word oikonomia which refers to an "order," "arrangement," "administration," or "stewardship." Most Dispensational Theologians (DT) argue that scripture presents at least three and as many as seven different arrangements in the outworking of God's plan for humanity. Although there are differences between each of the various administrations, there is continuity as well. Each dispensation is characterized by new revelation from God, testing to go along with that revelation, human failure, and divine judgment in light of that failure. No DT relates the various dispensations to any overarching theological covenant, such as the covenant of grace. Rather, they relate them directly to the biblical covenants of promise ( Abrahamic, Davidic, New covenant ).

Examples of three dispensations held by virtually every DT include the Mosaic Law, Grace (the Church Age), and the future Millennial kingdom. 

The primary distinctive of dispensationalism is that it makes a clear distinction between Israel and the Church, especially as it pertains to the fulfillment of God’s promises in the OT. These promises were made with the house of Israel, and the DT argues that they will some day be completely fulfilled with a renewed Israelite nation.

Romans 11:25 - For I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters, so that you may not be conceited: a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. 11:26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The Deliverer will come out of Zion; he will remove ungodliness from Jacob. 11:27 And this is my covenant with them, when I take away their sins.” 

Israel has been hardened until the time of the Gentiles is complete. Then all Israel will be saved as part of God’s covenant with Israel. This sure looks like there is a future for the nation of Israel. God is going to resume His dealings with them. This passage doesn’t fit with the idea that the Church has replaced Israel.

Dispensationalism teaches that the Church is not Israel. The Church has not replaced Israel. Israel still has a future. What God is doing now with the Church is an intercalation or parenthesis in His dealings with Israel. He has set Israel aside for a time to bless the Gentiles, but He will resume his dealings with Israel during the Tribulation and millennium. Therefore, all those promises made to Israel in the OT will still be fulfilled to Israel.

Since the Abrahamic covenant of promise is yet to be fulfilled with Israel, whatever is happening now, in the body of Christ, called “the Church,” is a parenthesis in God’s plan for Israel.

Because of dispensationalism’s emphasis on a literal interpretation of the OT, the unconditional promises made to Abraham require that at some point in history both the spiritual and material blessings find simultaneous fulfillment. Additional data from Scripture indicate to the dispensational reader that the time of this fulfillment is the return of Christ to set up the millennial kingdom on earth. 

The Law was temporary. It was never designed to be a permanent rule of life. It was merely a tutor or guardian to guard Israel in all areas of her life until Christ (2 Cor. 3:7, 11; Gal. 3:23-24; Rom. 10:4). 

The Relation of NT Believers to the Law :

1. He is not saved by keeping the Law (Gal. 2:21). 

2. He is not under the Law as a rule of life, i.e., sacrifice, Sabbath keeping, tithing (Rom. 6:14; Acts 15:5, 24). 

3. So he does not walk by the Law but by the Spirit which is our new law (Rom. 8:4; Gal. 5:5). A law of liberty via faith in the operation of God. 

4. He is dead to the Law (Rom. 7:1-6; Gal. 2:19). Again by virtue of his union with Jesus Christ who fulfilled the Law. 

5. He is to fulfill the righteousness of the Law, the spirit of the law, as seen in Christ’s words in Matthew 10:37-40. One hundred percent love for God and for neighbor (James 2:9). But this can only be fulfilled through a knowledge of Bible doctrine and the filling of the Holy Spirit which furnishes the power. So we are under God’s new law, the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:2-4). 

The Law ended as a way of life at the coming of Jesus Christ (Rom. 10:4; Col. 2:14). This instituted the new law of the Spirit, the one of liberty (Rom. 8:2, 13).

Christians would not do Temple sacrifices today even if the Jewish temple were completed. This way of approaching God was for the Jew under the OT economy. It will be revived again during the Tribulation for the Jew after the rapture of all church age saints. Jer. 30:7 is clear & so is Dan. 9:24-27 & 2 Thess 2:1-4. Christians will be gone at the start of the Trib. During the following 7 years some unbelievers will get saved - "And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the whole inhabited earth as a testimony to all the nations,..."Mt. 24:14  Jews will practice temple worship for the first 3.5 years after the rapture.
Acts 21:22-24

This action on Paul's part only confirmed one of the principles of his ministry which was to become like a Jew to win the Jews, and to become like one under the Law to win those under it (1 Cor 9:20).

Paul was not denying the finished work of Christ by offering animal sacrifices. The epistles Paul had already written by this time (Gal., 1 and 2 Thes., 1 and 2 Cor., Rom.) make it clear that such a denial was incomprehensible. He must have looked on these sacrifices as memorials. After all, this will be the significance of millennial sacrifices (Ezek 43:18-46:24; Mal 1:11; 3:3-4). 

The Law consisted of 613 commands!! God's holy standards never change - His holiness is unchangeable. The law consisted of ceremonial, civil, and moral commands. God's standards of morality do not change. Of the 10 commandments, Christ reminded us to keep 9 of them – Keeping the Jewish Sabbath is not for the Church age saints. Not eating a lot of shrimp is a good idea for health reasons in any age for example. The Jew could not eat it under the Law however.
An Overview of the Future Temples

( by a friend of mine – Dr. Randy Price )
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As in the past, the Temple will be present in the future to enable Israel to fulfill her national and spiritual existence. The prophecies of the rebuilding of a Temple in Jerusalem in the eschatological age are therefore an inseparable part of the restoration prophecies made to national Israel which include both the preparation for Israel's restoration in the Tribulation as well as the resumption of Israel's theocratic kingdom in the Millennium. Scripture indicates that three temples will appear in the future: a Tribulation Temple, a Millennial Temple, and an Eternal Temple. 

The Tribulation Temple 

During the Tribulation the Temple will be rebuilt by unbelieving Jews (Is. 66:1-6), apparently as the result of a covenant made between the Jewish leadership and the Antichrist (Dan. 9:27a), and desecrated by the Antichrist with the "Abomination of Desolation" (Dan. 9:27b) when he invades Jerusalem (Dan. 11:45; Rev. 11:2). Jesus enlarged upon Daniel's prophecy by setting the Temple's desecration as the signal event dividing the birthpangs of the first half of the Tribulation from the remaining 1,260 days of "Great Tribulation" (Matt. 24:15; Mk. 13:14; cf. Rev. 11:1-2) which begins an unparalleled period of Jewish persecution (Matt. 24:16-22; Mk. 13:15-20) leading up to the rescue of the redeemed Remnant at the second advent of Messiah (Zech. 12:8-14; 14:3-5; Lk. 21:27-28; Rev. 19:11-16). Paul further developed the prophecy of the Temple's desecration in his description of the end-time "deception" that will accompany the revelation of the "man of lawlessness" (2 Thess. 2:4, 10). He explained this as the Antichrist's blasphemous act to usurp God's place in the Holy of Holies (2 Thess. 2:4; cf. Rev. 13:6, 14-15). The Tribulation Temple may be destroyed at the return of Christ when the Mount of Olives splits (Zech. 14:4), but it will certainly be removed as part of the extensive topographical changes that will prepare for the Millennial Jerusalem and its Temple (Zech. 14:10; cf. Is. 2:2). 

The Millennial Temple 

The Millennial Temple will be built by Christ (Zech. 6:12-13), redeemed Jews (Ezek. 43:10-11), and representatives from the Gentile nations (Zech. 6:15; Hag. 2:7; cf. Is. 60:10) at the beginning of the Messianic kingdom (Ezek. 37:26-28). As a sign of the restoration of theocratic rule the Shekinah Glory will return to its Holy of Holies (Ezek. 43:1-7; cf. Is. 4:5-6). Redeemed Gentiles will also be included in worship at this Temple (Is. 60:6; Zeph. 3:10; Zech. 2:11; 8:22; 14:16-19) as predicted by Jesus (Matt. 21:13; Mk. 11:17; Lk. 19:46; cf. Is. 56:7). The dimensions and architectural design of the Millennial Temple, as well as its priestly personnel and ritual regulations are detailed in Ezekiel 40-48. Reasons as to why these descriptions in Ezekiel must be both literal and with reference to the eschatological age are as follows: (1) the immense size of the Temple as well as other features of its design differ radically from those of previously known Jewish temples (Ezek. 42:20; 48:35), (2) aspects of the Temple's design and ritual violate the Mosaic Law (e.g. a stepped-altar, Ezek. 43:17), indicating it must be built under Israel's future New Covenant (Jer. 31:31-33; Ezek. 37:26-28), (3) those rebuilding the Temple after the exile did not refer to Ezekiel nor attempt to rebuild the Temple he described because they realized it was intended for a future age (Hag. 2:3-9), (4) the context of Ezekiel indicates the Temple is rebuilt after the glorious return of the Lord (Ezek. 44:1-4; 48:35), (5) it accords with other prophetic texts which speak about the Millennial Temple (Is. 2:2-4; Jer. 33:18; 60:7, 13; Ezek. 37:26-28; 40-48; Hag. 2:9; Zech. 6:12-13;14:20). Another feature of Ezekiel's Temple that indicates its literal interpretation is the ceremonial system including blood sacrifices. This is in keeping with other prophetic predictions where the Temple includes a priesthood and sacrifices (Is. 56:6-7; 60:7; Jer. 33:18; Zech. 14:16-21). The function of these sacrifices may be memorial in nature, just as the Lord's Supper is today (1 Cor. 11:24-26), however, the fact that they are said to be for "atonement" may also indicate the need for a ritual purification. This would be necessary, as in the past (Heb. 9:13), for those saints living in mortal bodies throughout the Millennium and seeking approach to the Temple since God's holy presence will be resident there (Jer. 3:17; Zech. 14:20-21). The Millennial Temple will apparently be besieged by Satan and his army at the end of the Millennial Kingdom (Rev. 20:7-9) and removed at the time of the creation of the new earth (Is. 65:17; 66:22; 2 Pet. 3:12-13; Rev. 21:1). 

The Eternal Temple 

The final Temple revealed in prophecy is that which will occupy the New Jerusalem throughout the eternal state (Rev. 21:2, 10). Since all of the saints are now in resurrected bodies without the possibility of sin there will be no need for a physical structure to prevent direct contact with God (Rev. 21:3; 22:4). For this reason John declares that he "saw no Temple there" (Rev. 21:22a). However, he immediately adds "for the Lord God, the Almighty, and the Lamb, are its Temple" (Rev. 21:22b). This holy Temple comprised of God Himself will fulfill the divine ideal begun, but never realized, in the Garden of Eden where God and Man were to experience intimate relationship (Gen. 3:8). As a result, the saints will forever fulfill their function as priests, serving God (Rev. 7:15; 21:3) in the New Jerusalem, which itself is an infinitely magnified Holy of Holies (Rev. 21:16; cf. 1 Kgs. 6:20).  

