by Dr. David Smith

Jude 9

But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing judgment....

It is not confirmed anywhere that this came from a document called the Assumption of Moses which is a pseudepigrapha ( false writing ). The Assumption of Moses (otherwise called the Testament of Moses) is a Jewish apocryphal pseudepigraphical work of uncertain date and authorship. There is no certain evidence that Jude wrote his epistle later than this apocryphal work. Some say Jude borrowed from this and therefore lends credibility to apocryphal writings. Perhaps he did borrow from this. We do not know. But no credibility can be given to apocryphal writings. There may be some historical facts occasionally in such however.  But, the point is - is the statement in Jude 9 true? Did it come from God as inspired truth or from a "legend" about this account. What is the reliable source? Of course because we find this statement in Jude 9, God is the source and only therefore can we say it is true. Being in the canon of scripture makes it true and from God.

"Above all, you do well if you recognize this: No prophecy of scripture ever comes about by the prophet’s own imagination, for no prophecy was ever borne of human impulse; rather, men carried along by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 2 Peter 1:20,21

If we say that Jude simply recorded a legend ( being from the Assumption of Moses perhaps ) and not a fact as from God, then his letter is not inspired. Therefore Jude should not be in the canon! 

There are three further reasons for rejecting the claim that Jude quotes from "The Assumption of Moses". These are as follows: 

A. Nearly every verse in Jude has its counterpart in 2 Peter. (It can be inferred that Jude wrote after Peter since Jude 17, 18 is taken from 2 Peter 3:2, 3.) Peter's equivalent phrase to "the devil" in Jude's account is "railing accusation against them" (2 Peter 2:11), thereby indicating that the "devil" in Jude's account is plural, and not singular, as it is in "The Assumption of Moses". 

B. The contention alluded to by Peter is "before the lord" (2 Peter 2:11), whereas "The Assumption of Moses" locates it on top of the mountain where Moses died. 

C. If Jude were alluding to the apocryphal work, then this argument would be pointless. How is the self-restraint of a mighty angel in refraining from rebuking a superhuman devil a reason why a "servant of Jesus Christ" should "earnestly content for the faith once delivered unto the saints"? (Jude 3). 

There were actually several conflicting oral traditions and variations on this story. Scripture confirms by direct stamp of approval of the Holy Spirit, which oral tradition of the story is valid and which are not. 

