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DO I REALLY KNOW GOD

By Dr. David Smith

"Give me 100 people who fear nothing but sin and desire nothing but to know God and I will shake the world"     J. Wesley paraphrase

Consider These 5 Areas : ( Slide 2 )

To Know God Better we should :
· A. Learn of Him
· B. Obey His Word
· C. Worship Him

· D. Be Wholly Devoted to Him

· E. Desire Him Above All Else
When the word know is used in the Bible in reference to God and a relationship with His people it speaks of a personal relationship; personal knowledge; intimate knowledge; to know personally and from experience.

Let's look at the word know in the Hebrew & Greek. ( See Slides 3, 4, 5 )

To Know God Better we should :

A. Learn of Him  ( Slide 6 )
Ps 9:10

And those who know Thy name will put their trust in Thee; for Thou, O LORD, hast not forsaken those who seek Thee.

Ps 25:4-5
Make me know Thy ways, O LORD; teach me Thy paths.

Lead me in Thy truth and teach me, for Thou art the God of my salvation; for Thee I wait all the day.

Ps 100:3

Know that the LORD himself is God; it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture.

Jer 9:23-24

Thus says the LORD, " Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches;  but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD who exercises lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things," declares the LORD. 

Jer 31:34

"They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they will all know Me , from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more." 

To know God ( as here in the context of the New Covenant ) involves an acknowledgment of his sovereignty and a whole hearted commitment to obedience to Him. This passage looks future to the Millennium for complete fulfillment.

ILLUS – my brother asked me if the English bible specifically uses the words "personal relationship" to describe the type of relationship one must have with Christ to have eternal life

Consider :

Gen 4:1

And Adam knew  [ yada ]  (  Hb.  )  ( had relations with ) Eve his wife; KJV

Compare Mt. 1:25

Hos 6:6

For I delight in loyalty rather than sacrifice,

And in the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 

Amos 3:2

 “You only have I known among all the peoples of the earth” The Hebrew verb  yada ( know ) is used here in its covenantal sense of “recognize in a special way.” Speaks of a special personal covenantal relationship between God and His people Israel.

Jesus says :

"And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you who practice lawlessness."  Mt. 7:23

"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke on you and learn from me, because I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, and my load is not hard to carry.” Mt. 11:29, 30

See Jn. 10:14 – speaks of a special intimacy of the Good Shepherd to His sheep –He willingly gave His life for His sheep.
Paul makes this meaning clear :

Phil 3:10-11

that I may know  ( ginosko ) ( Gk. )  Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

Col 1:10

10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge ( epignosis – full, deeper knowledge ) of God;

Peter says :

but grow ( Pres. Imper. ) in the grace and knowledge  ( gnosis - Gk. ) of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 2 Peter 3:18
John says :

I Jn 4:8-9

The one who does not love does not know God, for God ( ho theos – Gk. ) is love.

By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.

This says God is love, and Not the other way around in the Greek text.
· Biblical Love – agape / agapao ( Gk. ) – the volitional,  unconditional commitment towards the well-being of another in attitude and action.

I Jn 5:20

And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding, in order that we might know Him who is true, and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.

How is this personal relationship experienced?

When you first started dating the person who is now your spouse, you tried to learn all about that person. You even make sacrifices for that person perhaps. You learned to do what pleases them. You cared about that person. You spent time with that person, etc.

So it is with God only more so. You spend time with Him in His Word and in prayer. You learn about who He is and what He has done for you on your behalf.  You learn about His will for you and you do it with regularity and consistency if you are walking with Him. You learn about His attributes :

Moral Attributes of God  :


Holiness, righteousness and justice, goodness, love, mercy, grace, faithfulness, truthfulness  

Non-Moral Attributes  : 

Omnipresent, Omnipotent, Omniscient, Infinite, Immutable, Eternal
Learn about His names.

You learn what pleases and displeases Him. You worship, praise and adore Him. You desire nothing but Him above all else.

Ps 73:25-26, 28

Whom have I in heaven but You?

And besides You, I desire nothing on earth. 

My flesh and my heart may fail,

But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.

But as for me, the nearness of God is my good;

I have made the Lord GOD my refuge,

That I may tell of all Your works.

The knowledge of God is a perennial spring of joy and hope to the Christian and to the

church. When we get to know Him we will be able to see sin, and we will hate it. (Constable)

To Know God Better we should :
B. Obey God's Word  ( Slide 6 )

To know God as we should involves an acknowledgment of his sovereignty and a whole hearted commitment to obedience to Him.
Consider  1 John 3:6, 9

First remember :

1 John is written to believers - believers who can lose the joy of their salvation. David writes,   "Restore to me the joy of Your salvation And sustain me with a willing spirit" ( Ps. 51:12 ).  They can lose the joy of sweet fellowship and communion with the Lord. Positionally speaking, a Christian is never out of fellowship with the Lord however.

Also, a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ cannot be characterized as one who walks in darkness. However sometimes believers act as though they care not about the commands of godly living. See John 8:12; Eph 5:8-11
1 John 3:6, 9 tells us :
The reason one born of God does not sin is he has been born (  perf. tense – 3:9b ) of God. John

could say the Christian is sinless because a hypothetically sinless Parent  has begotten the

Christian. The Christian becomes a partaker of God's divine sinless nature

when he or she experiences the new birth. The Christian sins because he

also has a sinful human nature. However in this verse John was looking

only at the sinless nature of the indwelling Christ that we possess.

Again, if we were able to abide in Christ without interruption, we would

never sin. The sinless nature of Christ controls the abiding Christian

whereas the sinful human nature controls the non-abiding Christian.

"That is, sin is never the product of our abiding experience.

It is never the act of the regenerate self per se. On the contrary, sin is the product of ignorance and blindness toward God [cf. 3:6b]. "To view sin as intrinsically foreign to what we are as

regenerate people in Christ is to take the first step toward spiritual victory over it."

If a Christian sins, his sin cannot be expression  of who he really is,

because his true life is that of Christ in him [cf. Rom. 7:20-25].

Compare 1 Jn. 1:5-7

Greek scholar Dan Wallace classifies 1 John 3:6 and 3:9 as gnomic presents.  This means that it "…..may be used to make a statement of a general, timeless fact. “It does not say that something is happening, but that something does happen. The verb is used “in proverbial statements or general maxims about what occurs at all times. This usage is common."

"This use of the present in generic statements is used to describe something that is true any time (rather than a universal statement that is true all the time).

"A rule of thumb is to translate the verb as does rather than is doing."

So, ( V.6 )"Everyone who remains in him does not sin. Everyone who sins has not seen him nor has he known him. ( V.9 ) Everyone who has been born of God does not sin, because his seed remains in him, and he is not able to sin, because he has been born of God."

Compare Gal. 2:20.  See Col. 3:2-3; 2 Pet. 1:3;     2 Cor. 5:17 – kainos, not neos (Gk.)
Compare 1 Jn 4:8 with 1 Jn 2:3-5

See : Ps. 51:4  /  1 Jn 3:3; Ps. 119:9-11

To Know God Better we should :
C. Worship Him  ( Slide 6 )
But a time is coming—and now is here—when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such people to be his worshipers. God is spirit, and the people who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”  Jn.4:23,24
A brief definition of worship would be this: Worship is the humble and reverent acknowledgment of the person, presence and work of God and responding with praise, adoration, thanksgiving, spiritual sacrifices and obedience.

Worshiping in spirit is the opposite of worshiping in external ways – going through the motions. Worshiping in spirit means knowing God  - having a biblically correct view of God

To Know God Better we should :
D. Be Wholly Devoted to Him  ( Slide 6 )
Compare King Solomon

1 Ki 8:55,56,60,61 – contrast with 11:4

1 Kings 11:4

For when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been. 

Compare the priest / scribe Ezra 

Ezra 7:10

For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the LORD and to practice it, and to teach His statutes and ordinances in Israel. 

Deut 6:4,5

" Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! " You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might". ( See Mt. 22:36,37 )

Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?" 37 and He said to him, " 'you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.' Matt 22:36-38
As Paul reminds us it is God who enables us to do this :

So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;  for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. Phil 2:12-13
To Know God Better we should :
E. Desire Him Above All Else   ( Slide 6,  then 7, etc.)
Desiring God in and beyond His gifts to His children.

Delighting in God in and beyond His gifts to His children.

Treasuring God in and beyond His gifts to His children.

Being satisfied in God in and beyond His gifts to His children.

Cherishing God in and beyond His gifts to His children.

Savoring God in and beyond His gifts to His children.

Valuing God in and beyond His gifts to His children.

Prizing God in and beyond His gifts to His children.

Revering God in and beyond His gifts to His children.

Admiring God in and beyond His gifts to His children.

Exulting God in and beyond His gifts to His children.
Paul writes within the context of the wisdom of God :

1 Cor. 2:9

But just as it is written, “Things that no eye has seen, or ear heard, or mind imagined, are the things God has prepared for those who love him.” ( NET Bible )

What a motivation to know and live for Him – to serve Him.
